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1. The Yuito police have attemsted to combet the Progress made by Nel: tie rtinez, 
outstanding tioman Communist in Eeucdor, in her recent orernirstion of peace 
committees among the women of Yuito* by frelsely eccusine her of keeping 
money which wes collected for the family of ¢ beby who died during the recent 
ic Industrizl hunger strie. She and other women of the Comrunist-dominated 
peace committees solicited materiel end morel aid for the strikers in order 
to gcin edherents to the Communict cause among the laboring clrsses, 


z «according to relisble sources, Mertinez ned been entrusted with money for 
the family of the dead beby collected durine the funeral procession, which 
she duly turned over to the family. Several daye prior to her crrest on 
3 Mey, it was ennounced in the srers thet ehe hed retcined ¢ considereble 
sum of money for herself end hed riven only sixty sucres to the femily. 
~everel witnesses ceme forward to susport her stetement that sixty sucres 
was the tote] emount collected, end it secmed thet the issue would die out 
with no ection teken, 


3. However, after the first accusetions &,.eared in the press, Mertiner publicly 
denounced the chief of police. He lecrned of her stetements end proceeded to 
heve a document drawn up for the signeture of the mother of the deed child 
cherging Mertineg with absconding with funds doneted to the femilye He is 
alleged to heve given the mother fifty sucres to sien the perer. He then 
‘tailed in Martinez end confronted her with the evidence, She went willingly 
to police heedquerters, not lmowing thet cherges had been made rgeinet her, 
only to be locked up overnight upon refusing to nale ¢ confession. Friends 
were rble to secure her relecse on tne following dey but not until she hed 
sisned & document yromising to cecin vuresent herself at the police station 
if ordered to do so, 
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4, Mertinez wes cccomzanied to the volice st: tion on 3 Mey by @ fellow Communi st, 

Merde Gomez de la Tcrre, who beceme epprehensive thet the rolice would seerch 

her own person when cheir firm ettitude became evident end surrectitiously 

tore up two letters which she wes cePryine in her purse, One wes f letter 

from her to the Revue Esrtisens de Je Frix, 15 rue Feyseeu, Peris II, Frence, 

for the attention of one K, Simon, which enclosed US$10 for 2 subscription. 

The other wes to Ricerdo Feredes, Secretery Generel of the Tertido Comuniste 

del Zcu:dor, in Nente, Eeuedor, in which she told him of recent Commurist 
activities in “uito and the marner in which the police hed dis. ersed ¢ Communist 
'25X1A2g nanifestetion es well es of the attempt by the police to slender Mrrtinez. 
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